What You Can Do To Help Promote A 

Convention On The Human Rights Of People With Disabilities

Build Your Own Knowledge

Find the informational tools that you need to build a strong argument for a convention and a solid platform for action:

1. International human rights legal instruments, in particular:

· Universal Declaration of Human Rights

· Covenant on Social, Economic and Cultural Rights

· Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

2. The UN Standard Rules

3. Information about recent activities promoting an international convention (go to www.rightsforall.org and www.worldenable.net/rights for valuable materials to download).

Raise Public Awareness
1. Educate yourself and others on the issue. Raise awareness among those you live and work with on disability rights, including attitudes as well as actions that are discriminatory.

2. Know your rights and how they are expressed in the disability laws in your country. Let your political representatives know that this is an issue you care about.

3. Speak out whenever you get the opportunity: at meetings, in schools on the importance of changing societal attitudes.

Broad Strategies For Local And National Efforts
1. Mobilize:  Assume leadership for promoting the Convention.  Find allies (including groups and individuals representing all types of disability) who have a common interest in supporting the Convention. Harness support from people and organizations that are a part of broader human rights or social justice movements (women’s groups, gay and lesbian groups, children’s rights groups, etc.). Link with celebrities or other high profile people who can take your message to a mass audience through the media or other means. Build coalitions with international organizations and campaigns. Be certain that your coalition is broadly representative, because this will increase you strength and legitimacy and help you attract the attention of those in power.

2. Network:  Set up a communication system: build a website, create a listserve, hold meetings at the local, provincial and national level. Engage young people by spreading the message in colleges and universities. Set up links with NGOs working on disability issues internationally to ensure that your voices are heard at that level. Find ways to exchange information on a regular basis to ensure that you are speaking with one voice on the need for a Convention.

3. Strategize:  Set priorities, and decide on a few key issues. Find those core concerns of your coalition on which you can all speak with one voice and which ensures broad participation. Simpler messages are easier to convey to a mass audience. See for example the attached Campaign document that has emerged out of the US Disability movement.

4. Monitor and Report: gather evidence about the treatment and situation of PWD in your community – in schools, hospitals, prisons, and homes. Compile this information to support your case that there is a wide gap between the rights that PWD as enshrined in international human rights laws and/or domestic laws and the daily reality of living with a disability.

5. Demonstrate: Organize rallies and marches to get your message out to the public.  Choose key moments for your events, such as the International Day of the Disabled (December 3), Human Rights Day (December 10), and Women’s Rights Day. Conduct vigils at events or places where you want to draw public attention to situations or practices that violate the rights of PWD.

6. Influence policy: Express concern to your local and national representatives, especially to those officials responsible for human rights in your government.  Make specific recommendations for improvement.  Call for your constructive participation by your government in the treaty making process at the UN, urge your government to integrate PWD into its UN delegations, suggest reforms of the law to prevent discrimination, call for greater physical accessibility for public buildings, desegregation of schools, better facilities in institutions. Organize letter-writing petitions that can be submitted to policymakers.

7. Use the media: correct harmful and discriminatory images or descriptions of PWD in radio, television and print media. Publicize the need for action on a Convention by writing letters to the editor and submitting opinion pieces.  Promote theatre and drama that address disability issues.  Seek opportunities to conduct educational segments on the radio and TV, using the most accessible medium to reach people with all types disabilities and literacy levels.

Suggestions For First Steps
1. Identify the official in your foreign ministry or other government agency who is responsible for coordinating your country’s participation in the UN Ad Hoc Committee.  Find out what position your government has taken on the development of the convention and write an e-mail or letter either supporting the position or urging a more positive and constructive approach.  

2. Identify the most important public building in your town or city and evaluate whether it is accessible to people with disabilities.  If it is not, begin a letter writing campaign explaining that international human rights standards determine that it is discriminatory to have inaccessible public buildings.  Send a copy of your letter to the local newspaper. Offer to assist in finding a solution to the accessibility problem.  This will help people begin to think about disability exclusion as a matter of international human rights, which will be important as the development of a convention proceeds.  

3. Circulate a petition of support for the Convention among disability organizations, human rights organizations and any groups concerned with social justice.  Send regular updates to your government representatives of the number of signatures you have obtained in support of the convention.  The signatures may represent individuals or organizations, depending on what you believe will be most useful.

